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LFE & BTYLE = HOME & GARDEN

"Ask, ask, ask" for
answers from
designer

By Janica Danham
Fussday, Werembar 8. 2007 1024 F C5T

Telt othears why your
community is the best.
Share your stoties and photos af

Celebrate Your Town

Unlike television makeavers,.a
homa updaie takes mare than
twa hours or even a weekend.

An interior decorator and the
person whess home is being
| brushed with & new ook must
| find a parinership, says Patrice
| Barge-Munden of Fatrice
| Mundan Interior Design

Thia iz what she thinks provides the best results:

= Ask aboul everything. Ask during the initisl consultation. Find out the fime frame, the
billing, wiha will be present for installations. Mothing should be hiding in the dark.

= Invelve family members. Husbands, wives, children all live there and hopefully will later.

Architeclure, cotors and ficoring impact them as well, = Concentrale on the style, Show the
designer photos of rooms with what locks or feels agreeable, it can be decoration ar
design, furniture or fabric.

= |et lhe decorator design. Don't micromanage. The initial altraction probably was her
wark, 5o et the creativity flow before stifling it. Neither pariner should overwhelm or
intimidate. |

= Share collactions or sentimental designs early that shouid be kept. Antiguas,
photographs and ather memorabiiia exhibit @ home's personaliy

= Declde whether to use the "nice stuff," as Munden calls il, "mest people already have "
Often it needs recovering or repositioning.

= Don'l continue working with a designer |ust because a neighbor or sister had good
results, It's impodant to strike a personal rapport. The project should suppert the hame's
lifestyle. The homeowner has the final say,

= Call the designers refergnces. I1is the best way to find oul early If she is attantive,
prompt, listens and keeps the client informed.

= |mvest in items that "speak to you," says Munden, because they reflect a personal slyle.
Walkirng by them repaatedly should result in & sale, "Thay will work wilh whatever you
have.”

= Be prepdrad 1o pay for an initial consultation,

= Resources: The American Society of Interior Designers (hitp.fwew.asid.org) offers
names of membars by location and information about current interior design

The Home Project File by Munden |5 avallable for $24.88 at

hitp: e, homeprojectile.com or hitpdfwww amazon.com, Her hame site Is
hittp:hanvew. patricemunden. com.
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