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Turn home into castle |
| |
|

Bty Jamiea Denkam
Tuessny, November 8, 2007 1024 P 05T

| Some pecple, when spirts nead a [ft, buy @ new swaaler, listan to & faverte COor set a
date 1 alk with a favorite friend.

Others move furniture. And some need help to make all the pleces fit sgain, Tell others why your

community Is the best.
“A |ot of home projects get off-track when people don't do any research,” says interior Shore your stories and photos af
designer Patrice Barge-Munden, “The cost is more money, more mistakes ™ CE!EbTUTE ?UUT Town

She recommends thinking throuagh the process more and makes suggestions in a
decorating and remodeling organizer she sends off with clients and do-it-yourseifers. The
sturdy pockets of a three-ring binder, called the Home Project File, is where she
recommends they fuck away swatches, pictures snipped from magazines, samples,
product information, measurements and prices.

Munden found gathering all the material in a shosbox hed drawbacks. Like a kid's
homewaork, it fell through a hole in the boftom, "This gives a person a sense of
confidence,” she says.

She has a current project with the Sulewski family — Julie and Paul and their daughters
Lauren and Emily - wha moved to Chesterfigid two years ago.

Unlike the Cape Cod-style house they had before in & Chicago suburb, they jumped into a
more modern style of home here with a pool and a newer neighborhood.

Julle Sulewski credits Munden with pulling logether elements in work that now has moved
Lpstairs to their daughlers' bedrooms, Sulewski calls hersell “kind of canservative " 5o the
designer halped punch up her favored neutral tones, Then they moved forward to patch
together a look the homeowner still wanted and had started with dynamic furniture.

Two conferances with & different decorator did not gel,

"She wasn't lizslening 1o what | aid. | kind of put the brakes on for a while," Sulewskl says.
"I needed someone to work with my tastes and budget. | wasn't spending $800 an a lamp.”

She feals mutual trust is absolulely necessary when someone s helping foster Ideas in a |
person's home, She found Munden through a painter, |

"It sounds cormy, but we talked 45 minutes by phone the first time and she hadn't even
seen my house yel " Sulewski says. "It neads to be someabody who 'gets’ your tastes and
who won't be offended by your own ideas.”

The blggest challenge was when Sulewskl and her daughters went to Wisconsin for the
| summer.

"Before she left, we had chosen swatches, ete., and we did the painting while she was
gone,” Munden says. [

The Home Projest File, they both feel, helped keep them on track. They spoke weekly I
. while they were aparl. She packed it with ideas from which decisions wera made, Now that |
| rooms are painted, new curtaing installed and accen pieces moved, its thin contents

include anly the selected swalches and colors.

Munden also gained her client's trust by being present while painfers worked, So how did
| Sulewski feel when she first saw the rooms?

"I felt this is what | wanted,” she says.
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